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HMAS VOYAGER — COMMEMORATION 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.12 am]: I rise today to remember those 
Australian naval personnel who lost their lives 54 years ago in what is still Australia’s worst peacetime military 
loss. On 10 February 1964, aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne was conducting night-landing exercises and, as plane 
guard, HMAS Voyager was required to shadow the Melbourne at very close range in order to recover any aircraft 
that ditched in the ocean. It was at 8.56 pm during this night exercise that HMAS Voyager and the flagship of the 
Australian Navy, HMAS Melbourne, collided. At more than six times the displacement of the smaller vessel, 
HMAS Melbourne, a majestic-class aircraft carrier, cut the destroyer in two as she passed in front of her, resulting 
in the loss of 82 men from the Royal Australian Navy, all of them from the Voyager’s complement. 
Last weekend I laid a wreath on behalf of the state government at the Voyager memorial in Kings Park, and today 
I pay my respects to the nine Western Australians who lost their lives that night. They are tactical operator P. Harris 
from Belmont, engineering mechanic K. Keddie from West Perth, engine room artificer L. Leeson from 
Kalgoorlie, engineering mechanic R. MacDonald from Manning, assistant cook P. Milbourne from Hilton Park, 
leading seaman J. Sparrowhawk, who was originally from Western Australia, Able Seaman F. Taylor from Perth, 
radio operator J. Trautman from Geraldton and Lieutenant Commander Ian MacGregor, who was originally from 
Western Australia. As well as those mentioned, we remember all the 314 brave men of the crew of HMAS Voyager 
and we especially remember the 82 men who paid the ultimate price in the service of our country. 
Indicative of the scale of the incident and worthy of note are the 12 bravery awards, including one George Cross, 
which was issued as a result of the bravery and dedication to duty of naval personnel on the night. 
Lest we forget. 
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